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the library, and here clerks armed with
pencil and paper wrote and re-wrote
loading list after loading list.

The air force had the goal of establishing
forward air bases in Normandy, but this
involved hundreds and hundreds of tons
of steel planking. So outrageous were their
demands that General Bradley finally said,
“Why don’t you fellows take all the landing
craft, seize the beaches, and then we
soldiers will come along later.”

The completed operations order was

over 1,500 pages long.

As D Day drew near General Bradley called
his corps and division commanders for a
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last meeting, held in the Council Room. He
held a similar meeting for the headquarters
staff in the Chapel.

When First Army had completed its
preparations, the headquarters moved to
Southampton and other ports for
embarkation.

The commandant gave a flag, which had
flown from the Wilson Tower, to a small
group from the Prep School which had not
gone to Butcombe. Later it was placed ina
glass case i8n the main building with a
suitably inscribed plaque.

Shortly after First Army left Clifton, the Ninth
US Army under Lieutenant General William
H. Simpson arrived from the US. Ninth
Army directed the training of the troops still
streaming into the UK.
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The headquarters departed at the end of
August and went into action along the Dutch-
German border between Second British and
First US Armies.

General Bradley was made an honorary Old
Cliftonian in 1949, but it was not until 1953,
when he represented President Eisenhower at
the Coronation, that he was ale to get back to
Clifton. ‘It was during this visit that General
Bradley asked that the Stars and Stripes be
flown over the Wilson Tower on July 4 forever.
This Clifton has faithfully done.

The US Army sent a representative to the
centenary celebrations in 1962. On July 4,
1983 Bird presented to the school a new flag
with 50 stars which had been flown from the
Capitol building in Washington.







